JOURNAL OF ARNOLD BENNETT
Got to Club at 9.40. Cut a lot of Chaucer pages, but I didn't
read any because the glossary is all at the end.
Cut a lot of Rabelais pages. Read some of that and found
it good. Also same in middle of night. Also Butler in middle
of night. Rotten neuralgic night, but I feel a certain liveliness
ce matin.
Yacht Club, London, Tuesday, December
To lunch at the Reform Qub, where I joined Robert Ross who
had two young poets, Robert Graves and Philip - (I forget
his name and am not even sure if he is a poet). I was very
pleased with both these youths. Lately I am more and more
struck by the certainty, strength, and unconscious self-confi-
dence of young men, so different from my middle-aged uncertainty
and also my lack of physical confidence in my own body. In
the afternoon 2| hours hard, in which I wrote 1,200 words of
" The Pretty Lady ".
Yacht Club, London, Wednesday, December igth.
Yarned at Reform Club with Harold Massingham (who asked
why Squire had become such a Jingo 1), H. W. Massingham,
Buckmaster, etc. Then finished Sardonyx article, and then saw
Gardiner, who said that the ' Thugs ' were after him now. He
said that communique^ from British Embassy had been issued
to Madrid Press (Spanish Press having lately devoted attention
to Gardiner's attacks on LL George) saying that Daily News
was pro-German and represented nothing in England etc. !
Then to Turkish Baths. Masterman and Squire. Master-
man said as regards the new Allied Military Council at Versailles
that Sir Hy. Wilson had asked for as many officers as the French
representative had, 14, and Robertson would only let him have 4.
Other troubles and Wilson was threatening to resign. In short
a complete farce.
I was wakened out of my after-bath sleep by news of im-
pending air-raid. This news merely made me feel gloomy. I
didn't mind missing dinner at fiat, or anything — I was merely
gloomy. As soon as I got out into Northumberland Avenue
I heard guns. Motors and people rushing. Then guns very
close. I began to run. I headed for Reform Club, and aban-
doned idea of reaching the fiat. Everybody ran. Girls ran.
However, I found that after the Turkish bath I couldn't run
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